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wholly avoided ; the questions of govern-
ment become relatively simple. Religious
bitternesses scarcely exist, for the gentle
tolerance of Buddhism creates an atmo-
sphere inimical to them. Nor does the
structure of Burmese society permit the
growth of that powerful aristocracy
which introduces so picturesque but dis-
turbing an element in Indian affairs. In
nature the Burmese are docile, obedient to
authority, and kindly, presenting an
ideally plastic material to the hand of the
bureaucratic potter. In no part of India
have the conquerors possessed a freer hand
to mould a people according to their
ideals, and to guide their steps towards a
higher civilization. Here has history prof-
fered to the English rulers a tabula rasa
whereon they may inscribe the growth of
a race as they would have it grow. If
to these considerations we add the fact
of the comparatively recent annexation of
the lower and upper provinces, thus pre-
cluding traditions bequeathed from the old
autocratic days of the East India Com-
pany, it will be admitted that for the